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true, - he always gets the better when he argues alone; mean-
ing, that he is master of a subject in his study, and can write
well upon it; but when he comes into company, grows con-
fused, and unable to talk. Take him as a poet, his Traveller
is a very fine performance; ay, and so is his Deserted Village,
were it not sometimes too much the echo of his Traveller.
Whether, indeed, we take him as a poet, - as a comick
writer, - or as an historian, he stands in the first class.5 BOS-
WELL. 'An historian! My dear Sir, you surely will not rank
his compilation of the Roman History with the works of
other historians of this age?' JOHNSON. 'Why, who are
before him?' BOSWELL. 'Hume, - Robertson, - Lord
Lyttelton.3 JOHNSON (his antipathy to the Scotch begin-
ning to rise). 'I have not read Hume; but, doubtless, Gold-
smith's History is better than the verbiage of Robertson, or
the foppery of Dalrymple.4 No man will read Robertson's
cumbrous detail a second time; but Goldsmith's plain nar-
rative will please again and again. I would say to Robertson
what -an old tutor of a college said to one of his pupils:
"Read over your compositions, and where ever you meet
with a passage which you think is particularly fine, strike it
out." (...) Sir, [Goldsmith] has the art of compiling, and of
saying every thing he has to say in a pleasing manner. He is
now writing a Natural History and will make it as entertain-
ing as a Persian Tale.'
Johnson praised John Bunyan highly. 'His Pilgrim's Pro-
gress has great merit, both for invention, imagination, and
the conduct of the story; and it has the best evidence of its
merit, the general and continued approbation of mankind.
Few books, I believe, have had a more extensive sale. It is
remarkable, that it begins very much like the poem of Dante;
yet there was no translation of Dante when Bunyan wrote.
There is reason to think that he had read Spenser,'
A proposition which had been agitated, that monuments
to eminent persons should, for the time to come, be erected in
St Paul's church as well as in Westminster-abbey, was men-
tioned : and it was asked, who should be honoured by having
his monument first erected there. Somebody suggested Pope.